syphilis often refer to the scalp as having a 'favoid' appearance-thus Sutton (1956) defines witkop as 'a favoid condition of the scalp ... seen only among syphilitic natives of South Africa'. Indeed, as early as 1915, Mitchell and Robertson considered that a fimgus was associated, having isolated an organism resembling Tr. schoenleinji in four cases, but Fraser (1922) denied the existence of fungus infection. However, nowadays it is stated authoritatively (Rook, WiLkinson, and Ebling, 1968) that witkop 'at one time thought to be due to syphilis is now known to be favus', an opinion based on the work of Murray, Freedman, Lurie, and Merriweather (1957) . Willcox (1964) also defined witkop as 'considered by some as being due to syphilis but now regarded as due to favus', and suggested that those cases in which there was evidence of syphiEis arose by the coincidence of endemic syphilis and favus, both infections being prevalent in the particular community.
The author presents two cases of witkop in boys, in both of which there was no evidence of fungu3 infection, and in which serological tests for syphilis proved positive, and the condition healed with antisyphilitic therapy. The cases were additionally unusual in that they occurred in Northern Nigeria.
Case reports
Case 1, a boy aged 10 years, a native of Katagum Division in the Northern States of Nigeria, attended the outpatients department on August 10, 1967. He belonged to a nomadic Fulani tribe engaged in rearing cattle. He had suffered from septic rashes all over his scalp for the last 3 years and had received various treatments at different places but with no lasting benefit. There was no history of any other serious skin disease or of genital sores. He had never been exposed to any venereal infection.
EXAMINATION
The physical development was normal. The whole scalp was covered over by thick yellowish white crusts, which were matted and dry ( Figure) . The regional lymph nodes were enlarged but painless. There were no other abnormal findings. Removal of the scabs showed a dull red eroded surface with serous exudate. Microscopical examination and culture of the crusts failed to reveal evidence of fungus infection. Dark 
